What the Father Will Not Do 

Luke 15:11-32 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.' And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 "But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19  I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  22 But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate. 25 "Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 'Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' 31 And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" ESV

1 John 3:1a See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

Our text is probably the most famous “father – son” story in the Bible, the parable of Jesus commonly known as “the prodigal son.”  Prodigal is an old-fashioned word that means “extravagantly wasteful” and the tale of Jesus is the story of a younger son who takes his inheritance and wastes it on pointless and shallow living.  The story was never intended to be difficult to understand and it is quite obvious that Jesus was teaching us about our relationship with God.  God is our heavenly Father and we are His children.  As John wrote in our other text, it is God who has chosen to give us His great love.  It is He who has chosen us as His children and it is He who has revealed Himself to us in this role.  And yet we have not seen God in flesh and we have seen many father-type figures that were all imperfect.  And so too many times our view of God becomes defined by our experience with earthly fathers – those who had abusive fathers tend to view God by the same terms; those who had wise fathers tend to be more naturally open to God’s instruction and reproof; those who had absent fathers tend to view God at first as distant and far off.  This all has the effect that to come to know Him and understand Him and love Him as our heavenly Father, we must overcome the slanted and misguided views of fatherhood that resulted from having imperfect human beings as earthly fathers.  

Just as Jesus Christ, God in flesh, submitted to an earthly step-father for His formative years and then segued into complete fulfillment of the heavenly Father’s will later in life, so must we learn to be submissive and obey even imperfect earthly fathers and then also make the transition to learning fully about and of our Highest Father.  For today, let’s ignore the comparison between our heavenly Father and our earthly fathers.  I had a great father but he was imperfect just as I will be imperfect to my child because I am human.  Instead let us learn of our heavenly Father from a perfect example, the story of our text as told by Jesus Christ.  He is truth and His words only speak truth.  This story in everyway reveals truth to us of our heavenly Father and what He will and will not do.  Look at someone and say “what the Father will not do.”  

_______________________________________________________________________            

Let us begin at once and note that:

The Father will not withhold good things from you if you ask.

This story is remarkable in that it was the custom of those times for the Father to withhold the inheritance of his sons until right before his death.  He would then call his sons in to him and dole out their rightful inheritance as he saw fit.  And yet in the story of our text, the father has a younger son and an older son and when the younger son comes to him and asks for his inheritance early, the father is willing to give both sons the good things that he had reserved for them.  Such good things were available to them and they only had to ask.  In fact, at the end of the story when the father is celebrating the son’s return and the older brother gets mad and says, “you never killed and roasted an animal for me and my friends” the father replied, “it was here and available all of the time, you just never bothered to ask for it.”  He had never received such things, not because the father didn’t have it to give and not because the father was not willing to give but because he had neglected to ask for it!  

So it is with our heavenly Father.  God is a just God and He is no respecter of persons.  He causes the sun to rise and set on the just and the unjust and both the righteous and the unrighteous profit from the cycles of the earth.  He causes the rain to fall on both the just and the unjust and in Biblical times rain equals times of prosperity and in context was a good thing.  Jesus was saying that God blesses all humanity with basic good things despite how they treat Him and that is why we must love our enemies and do good to those who despitefully use us so that we will be like Him!  

But there is a great discrepancy between how much of good things people have received from God.  There are some who have received a lifetime of blessings and goodness and there are those who have received little or none of what God has to offer them.  The issue of discrepancy is not with God but with our response and dealing with Him!  Some people are like the younger son in that they aggressively seek out the Father’s face and favor and ask for all that is available to them and some are yet like the older brother in that they are passive about what God has for them.  In the story the Father didn’t rebuke the younger son for asking for what was rightfully his and rewarded him when he asked.  Read the story carefully and you will find that “the father divided his share among them.”  “Them” implies that both the younger and the older brother received blessings at this time.  And yet the end of the story shows us that the older brother thought that he had not received all that the younger had been given.  And this was because he was satisfied living off of the overflow of other people’s blessings and the goodness of someone else’s asking and seeking of the Father’s favor.  

Would that this first part of the younger son’s attitude would grip us.  We are often like the younger son in the latter part of the story in a negative way, but would that we would emulate the positive parts of his personality!  God will not withhold any good thing from you and it is the devil’s chief aim to get you thinking that God will not give you everything that you could have.  That’s what he told Eve in the garden to get her to commit the first sin and it’s been the lie of the deceiver ever since.  But the devil is not our father, he is the Father of Lies!  And let God be true and every man a liar!  Our heavenly Father wants to bless us extravagantly and abundantly and He has detailed in verse after verse of His word the great and wonderful promises that He has for us.  And if we will seek out His presence and face and ask, He will not withhold good things from us – that’s just something the Father will not do!  Jesus said:

Matt 7:7-11 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! ESV      

And the Gospel of Luke’s version of that teaching ends with these words:

Luke 11:13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" ESV

Somebody needs to wake up to the reality that our heavenly Father is not withholding good things from us, but rather we are not having them because we are neglecting to seek after them ask for them with all of our heart.  If you have not received the gift of the Holy Spirit, then why not try asking God for it!  Not a preacher, not yourself, and not another saint, but ask God Almighty for His gift!  If there is a promise in God’s Word that you have need of, why not seek Him for it?  He will not withhold it.  He will not only give you a part of it.  He will not trick you and give you a poor substitute but He will welcome the opportunity to give you what you need!  Because the Father does not keep good things from us – that’s just something that the Father will not do!  

And notice also that our story teaches us that it is also true that:

The Father will not stop you from wasting what you have been given if you so choose.
In our story it was just a few short days later that the son became prodigal and decided to go to a far country and waste all that he had on pointless and cheap thrills.  The scripture records that he squandered it all on reckless living.  The Father had given him so many good things and yet he wasted the good things by using them for his benefit and not for his future or his father’s kingdom.  

I’m now old enough that I realize that my father was and is a lot smarter than I thought at the age of say fourteen through eighteen.  I often make the joke that the older I get the more wiser and smarter dad becomes – it’s almost like he’s going to college or something.  Of course, what is changing is my recognition of what has been there all along – dad always knew more than I realized that he knew.  

Our heavenly Father knows all things.  He knows the desires of our heart and the secret longings of our lives.  He knows not just what we do around His house, but what we do in secret when we think nobody else is watching.  He knows our leanings and what the future holds.  And amazingly, He refuses to use such knowledge to dictate the amount of blessings that we receive.  He knew that Israel would very likely fall away from Him into idolatry and yet He blessed them lavishly.  He knew that not all would be faithful to the end and yet He paid the price for all to have an opportunity for salvation.  And He respects their choice and yet also does not dictate their current blessings based upon what their choice will be.  It is your choice what you do with God’s blessings.  I have seen some people get the Holy Spirit and use it mightily for changing their lives so that they are a blessing in return and I have seen others get the Holy Spirit and do absolutely nothing with it and become a prodigal and waste the great blessings and revelations and gifts that they were given by God in the far country of sin.  And yet both received the same Holy Spirit and had the same blessings available to them in the beginning.  God does not, not bless a person just because they will later choose to fall away, but He blesses all men equally!  

The difference is what you choose to do with what God gave you.  God did not create you as a robot, only able to do as He programs and directs, rather He made you a free-will moral creature able to choose for yourself what path you will walk in life.  And all who abide in His house will be there by choice!  He wants you to take His blessings and gifts and stay in His house and use them for profitable things but if you so choose to walk away and waste them, He will not stop you.  That is because the Father will not demand your love and an unwilling sacrifice is no sacrifice at all.  He will never force you to obey His rules and He will not even demand that you use the gifts that He has given you for Him.  That’s what He wants but He will not make you.

How many people use their God-given ability to sing for their own personal gain or for the other side?  How many people take it for granted and never grasp that the things that they have in life are gifts from God that were intended to profit His kingdom?  I have been musically blessed with a natural talent but really I’m and more the result of the availability of tremendous teachers that were handy when I was growing up.  It just so happened that I had a great music teacher that moved to a church forty-five minutes away and started dating a guy in our local church.  It just happened that Sis. Cooley, one of the greatest music teachers of her generation became the dean of music at a college three hours away the summer after my high-school graduation.  It just so happened that a lady decided to bless my parents and offered to pay fully for my tuition.  It just so happened that God allowed friends in my life who were incredibly talented and that were willing to share their abilities and techniques with me.  You know that I’m being a bit tongue-in-cheek because none of that “just happened to happen” but rather God orchestrated it to happen.  And I think that part of the reason why it all worked out was because I promised God at a young age that if He would allow me to be able to play the piano, I would use it for His kingdom and His glory.  And I have kept that promise.  I have no desire to go to the world’s jazz clubs and system, but I want to stay in the Father’s house and use what He has given me for Him!  But it is my choice.  If  I wanted to go waste my gifting and inheritance, God would not take away my musical ability from me because the giftings and callings of God are without repentance.  That means that once He gives something, He does not renege on that gift.    

And so it is with all of you.  God has wonderful things for you to receive and if you will seek His face and ask, He will give them to you.  But once you have received from Him, it is also still your choice what happens next.  You can wield that gift for your own gain and your own kingdom, or you can choose to stay in the Father’s house and use it for His will.  But He will not force you and He wants no more unwilling sacrifice.  If you choose to waste what God has given you, He will not stop you – that’s just something that God will not do.  

_______________________________________________________________________

Furthermore, it is also true that:

The Father will not go with you into the far country of sin.

When the youngest son decided to go away and get as far from the Father’s house as he could, the father did not stop him and did not chase him nor travel with him.  So it is with our heavenly Father.  Never forget that to choose to walk away from the Father’s house is also to walk away from the Father.  To walk away from His kingdom and His country and His touch is to walk away from His presence and His blessings.  It is possible to have the giftings of God without God Himself – let us never forget that!  And although our heavenly Father fills the universe, yet sin creates a distance between us and Him so much that is could be likened to a far country.  

One of the greatest mistakes of some of the children of God is that they underestimate the working and blessing of God in our everyday lives.  There are some of us who struggle some weeks to think of something to praise God over and yet we are jaded because of our taking for granted some fundamental basic blessings that we only miss when we walk away.  When I graduated from college, I was shocked at how much of the most basic things that I had taken for granted.  There was no longer a cafeteria that served accessible affordable food three times a day.  Mom didn’t come with me and all of those home-cooked meals I discovered that the only restaurants that could provide such a thing, I couldn’t afford.  I had never thought about what a blessing it is to have someone come pick up your trash on a certain day and that you have to pay for it!  I never realized how expensive batteries were because all my life I just went to the “battery drawer” in the utility room and my parents had kept a bunch of new batteries there.  Getting out on your own is a rude awakening and in some ways an eye opener and yet you cannot tell teenagers that – rather they have to discover it for themselves.

And that is true in the spirit, also.  If we have not seen a great miracle lately and if nobody has passed our boat walking on the water we tend to think that God is inactive but really there are many – many! – simple everyday blessings that come from simply staying in the Father’s house.  Your marriages are blessed and your lives are more peaceful in an immeasurable way simply by abiding with the Father.  You cannot even fathom it and the only way that you would grasp it would be to walk away.  I’m not preaching for you to do that, but I am saying, “grasp the fact that you are blessed in indiscernible ways that would quickly become obvious if you were no longer in the Father’s house.”  

When the prodigal son went into the far country, things were okay for a short time but then begin to spiral downward.  So it is with people who choose to walk away from the Father’s house today.  The giftings and the blessings and the results of having spent time in the Father’s house leads to a good life for a short time after they leave.  There is a residual effect to having been in God’s presence – Moses glowed for days after he had been with God and had to put a veil over his face lest the people would be scared.  But after a week or so, the glow faded.  Like a glow-in-the-dark sticker just fresh from being near a light source, so do we benefit greatly from being in God’s presence but so do we need to stay close to continue to enjoy the shine!  And so it is no wonder that the prodigal son at first had a wonderful time in the far country – he was loaded from his time in the Father’s house.  But the problem was that he was no longer in the Father’s house and so when the blessings that he had been given begin to dim, he had no where to go to get replenished and things spiraled downward.  First he became penniless and then friendless and then it got to the point where he had to work a job in a pig pen feeding pigs and then to the point of hunger where the slop of the pigs began to look appetizing.  And the Father is not there with him because to leave the Father’s house is to leave the Father’s blessings and the far country of sin is a long, downward road to walk!  

You can walk away, and things will be fine for a while.  But after a while the glow will fade and the blessings will become stale and your life will turn downward.  Because to leave the Father’s house is to choose to head for the slop of this world.  And God will not follow you downward – it’s just something the Father will not do!

But there is something else in this story that you must also realize is true and that is:

The Father will never give up on you.

The father in our story did not go with the son or try to stop the prodigal from leaving, but when the young man finally came to his senses and headed home, the Bible says that the father saw him coming “while he was still a long way off.”  The father didn’t chase him into sin, but he never stopped watching expectantly for him just in case he returned.  I believe the father watched that son disappear down that road when he left, and that everyday, the father would cast an eye toward that road and look hoping that this day would be the day that he returned.  How long did this go on?  I don’t know:  weeks, months, years?  But the father never stopped looking for the son’s return.  He anticipated it – longed for it.  Have you ever noticed that in the story when the young man returned home the father didn’t say, “go kill a fattened calf” but rather “go kill the fattened calf.”  The fattened calf:  the calf that we have been saving and feeding special grains so that it will be ready when we need to celebrate.  In those days to have a big feast required planning months and months in advance and to have a calf of the finest quality meant taking a calf and secluding it from the herd and giving it special attention and the highest quality of feed and corn and preparing it for months.  The father didn’t follow the son into the far country of sin, but he never stopped looking for him and he started preparing a celebration and a homecoming just in case the son came back.  If the son came back, the father would be ready.

You see it is true that:

The Father will never turn a repentant son away.

He will not condone your sin and He will not go with you and He will not stop you from walking away.  But the minute that you chose to walk away, He begin to plan your return.  The timing of it is your choice – you’ve got to come to your senses and you’ve got to get up from where you are and you’ve got to make the trip back to the Father’s house.  And you cannot come back to live in the Father’s house until you have first made things right with the Father.  You’ve got to come back with a repentant heart like this young man, “Father, I have sinned against you and heaven and I’m no longer worthy to even be called your son.”  That’s true repentance – it makes no demands and comes seeking mercy.  It doesn’t dictate the terms and just asks to be restored to the lowest place of the Father’s house.  It leaves the far country of sin and leaves the pig pens and the slop and makes the long journey back home, following in reverse the same path that was used to walk away.  True repentance involves coming back to the Father’s house and an about face and the retracing of your steps that lead away.  It involves coming back to the situation that you left and making things right – anything short of that is not true repentance.  

But the Father will not turn away a repentant son.  He will not hammer or chastise you.  In fact, He has a party prepared for the day that you do return.  The fatted calf is in the pen and when that one gets too old to be the most tender meat, he has placed another one there.  The decorations are folded, ready at a moment’s notice to be hung up and used.  The food menu is planned, the dance floor is ready, and everyday the father goes to the beginning of that road that you disappeared down and gazes longingly down it hoping that this might be the day that you return.  You don’t have to stay in the pigpen of sin and you can return to the Father’s house without fear of Him not receiving you:  He will not spurn you, that’s just something the Father will not do!  

_______________________________________________________________________           

When you come back truly repentant, you will quickly find that:

The Father will not demote a son to a servant.

The prodigal son came back broken-hearted and said, “I’m not worthy to be called your son, but just make me as your servants.”  But what he forgot was that circumstances don’t change fatherhood.  He was still a son because he had been begotten by the father.  You can be a son and be lost – and the son was far from the Father’s house and will while in the pigpen but was still a son of the Father.  It is possible to be a child of God and go to hell and miss out on heaven.  But it does not change the fact that you are a child of God.  Because if you were born again of the water and of the Spirit, then you have been begotten of the father and you are called His child and that is something that he will never revoke.

But if that be true, then if you will return it still holds true!  If you return, you will not be demoted because you were born into this thing!  You remained a son in the pigpen – albeit a lost son – but now that you are back in the Father’s house, you are a son still!  And as a son:

The Father will not leave you empty.

He was so hungry that he would have eaten the slop fed to the pigs, and he arrived back at the Father’s house near starvation.  The father would not let this remain for long but commanded the fatted calf be killed and the supper be prepared!  And the prodigal son would be the guest of honor with the biggest portions until he had all that he could hold!  Notice also that:

The Father will not leave you naked.

The son had no coat and was dressed as the poorest laborer because the father commanded that a coat of honor be brought and placed upon his shoulders.  The coat in those days denoted your identity and character and the far country of sin had destroyed both but the father would not let that alone and he restored the prodigal son with a new identity and a new self-respect and a new honor.  The father said, “bring the best coat!”  The Father’s identity is the best one!  And sin’s is the poorest one and it just will not do for the Father to do nothing about it!  

The Bible also states that the father had shoes brought to the youngest son so obviously the son’s shoes had worn out and fallen apart.  It is true that the Father will not leave you barefoot but will restore your ability to stand and your ability to walk with Him!  And furthermore it is true that:

The Father will not leave you destitute.

The son left with so much and came back with nothing but that would not stay true for long.  And the father commanded that a ring be brought and placed upon the son’s hand.  This ring was not ornamental adornment but was a signet that was in effect a bankcard tied to the father’s account.  It was the equivalent of a blank check book and the son would not be able to make purchases and imprint that signet into the wax of a document and his father’s estates would pay for it.  The son had wasted his inheritance but the father still possessed much and the father would not let him stay destitute for long but restored him with much favor and blessing and power and gifts!  

Don’t believe the lie of sin that you cannot come home!  And don’t you dare believe the lie that you can come back to the Father’s house and stay broken hearted, empty, and destitute!  Not only has the Father been planning your return party since you left, but He longs to restore to you what the pigpen stole!  Sin stripped you of your dignity and your peace and your hope but the Father can restore it!  Sin stripped you slowly of your gifts and your abilities and anointings but God can restore that!  The key is, though, you must come back to the Father’s house because no child of God will be allowed to remain empty, penniless, or destitute in the Father’s house:  that’s just something the Father will not do!  

_______________________________________________________________________

I close with one more thought from our story and that is it is true that:

The Father will not stop loving you.

When the younger son came back, the Father embraced him and ushered him back into the house and back to his table.  He did not treat him according to what He had done but rather treated him according to the Father’s love to all of His children.  God loves all of His children and treats all of His children that are under His roof the same.  The Father never stops loving wayward children, but what changes is when they come home, the Father can now show lavishly and freely His love to them.  

The story of our text tells us that when the older son came home from the fields and heard the music and the dancing and saw the fatted calf and asked what had happened, that he became upset that the younger brother would receive such treatment.  In anger he told the father:

Luke 15:30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!' ESV

Listen carefully:  you are not promised the love of your brothers.  There will always unfortunately be some people who will hold your past against you and speak evil of you.  That is part of having to deal with having made the wrong choice and having gone as a prodigal into sin.  But don’t mistake some people’s response for all people’s response.  And don’t mistake the attitude of an unforgiving brother for the attitude of God.  The father will not treat you as an older brother will and the father will not treat you according to your sin.  And the father will never stop loving you – it’s just something that the Father will not do:  

Rom 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. ESV

His love is still here waiting upon you; what better present to give our heavenly Father than to come back to His house and His embrace on Father’s Day!?  He loves you and you are His child.  Whether you be just in his house looking the wrong direction, a step or two down the wrong road, or in the far, far country trying to get back, the right answer is to come back to Him with a repentant heart, today.  He will not turn you away:  that’s just something the Father will not do!    

